They Pay for the Right

to Fight Fires

Endwell Company

Had Its Origin
In Barn-Burning

By AL SCHWARTZ
Sunday Press Endicott Bureau

. Some 115 men today
are members of the O. L. Davis
Fire Station, Company 1.

frame fire build-
ing, going to all the fires, wish-
ing very hard that he would
grow the necessary inches and
age the necessary years for fire-
fighting.
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ALL HIS ENDWELL life,
which has been all of his life,
Chief Nystrom said that he has
been fascinated by fire and ef-
forts to extinguish it

His Endwell address, however,
foiled attempts to join the En-
dicott Fire Department which
until recently hired only village
residents.

He says that his
is a pretty efficient operation,
lots of loyal members, all paying
dues for the privilege of fire.
fighting, no hangers on and no
characters.

Even the kids don't cluster
around the old fire station as
they did when he was a boy.

Old-timers recall that many
times it was impossible to get
the trucks out and over to the
fire because of the number of
kids underfoot.
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THE FIRE COMPANY always
is in training, new members and
old alike. Fire-pits just south of
the station are the source of bil-
lowing black clouds and lean
orange flames from four to six
times a year,

taught flood-lighting techniques.
They also are ready for any-
thing that might resuilt from air
attack, the chief said.
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BIGGEST BLAZE the depart-
ment ever fought was the oil
fire which occurred when a num-
ber of Erie Railroad freight cars
was derailed in the early 1930s
near Hooper Road. The fire
killed one boy and seriously in-
jured several others. And the
stream that runs through that
portion of Endwell was alive
with burning oil for hours after
the wreck, it is recalled.

Small fires, of course, take
place maybe once a week and at
all hours. Last year the men
went out on 60 fires.

To join the organization an
applicant must be at least 16
years old. pass a number of tests
and an investigation by a com-
pany committee, have $3 avail-
able for dues every year, love
fire-fighting (after a while you
can't help loving it, Chief Ny-
strom says) and have a sincere,
perhaps burning, desire to keep
your home and the homes of
your neighbors safe.

Most leading Paris newspaper
have raised their prices for street
sold and home-delivered copies
for the second time in six month:
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